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VITAL (Virtually Integrated Technical Architecture Lifecycle) allows
desktop computer users in an enterprise to view data and applications in a
way that appears integrated. Users don't have to be concerned about where
the data resides or howit's accessed. It also provides information
professionals with a framework to devel op vendor-i ndependent corporate

i nfornmati on systens that use the power of desktop conputers in a
client/server environment. It further allows information systens
executives to nmaxim ze the systens they already have in place, and to plan
cost-effective nigration paths to new systens.

The VITAL framework was initially devel oped by Apple's interna

i nfornmati on systenms division, with early collaboration with Digita

Equi pnrent Corporation (DEC). VITAL was further refined over a period of
three years, with input fromsome of Apple's l|argest corporate
custonmers. Apple's internal guidelines enconpass nore than 1,000

pages of docunentation, which aided Apple's infornmation systens and
technol ogy division in building a nunber of information systens.

The VI TAL framework groups information activities and resources in an
enterprise into five areas:

e Data capture

 Data access

* Repository

» Desktop integration
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 Systens infrastructure

Cor porate custonmers comonly have all of these functions, often running on
a variety of platfornms. The VITAL franmework provides a series of decision
matri ces and desi gn tenpl ates which hel p custoners nmake desi gn deci si ons.
VITAL is an open architecture.

Systens | ntegrators Announce Support

KPMG Peat Marwi ck, a mmjor systems integrator, along with KPMa ExI S,

a Maci ntosh-focused integrator, have announced support for VITAL. They
have staff trained and experienced in VITAL to help clients who want

to inplement VITAL in their own organizations.

Appl e Announces Supporting Docunentation and Prograns

Cor porate custoners can obtain nore information about VITAL through a
series of white papers from Apple, the first of which, "Introduction
to VITAL: Designing Information Systens for the 1990s," is avail able
to U S. customers by calling (800) 635-9550, ext. 502 -- or through
their Apple National Account executives. Apple plans to deliver five
nore white papers, which are based on over 1,000 pages of |S&T
docunent ati on, over the next 18 nonths.

Appl e al so created a Customer Advisory Board, an independent board that
will guide Apple in the further evolution of VITAL. Charter nenbers
i nclude Liberty Miutual Insurance Group and Stanford University.

Apple will provide briefings to its corporate customers through its
corporate briefing program |In addition, Apple will offer a series
of Corporate Enterprise Conputing Conferences beginning this sumer.

A Persuasion presentation, and a Mcrosoft Wrd QA docunent are avail abl e
on Appl eLi nk:

The VI TAL Presentation (Persuasion) article can be found in:

Appl e Sales & Mtg
Presentations Library
Mar ket s
Lar ge Busi ness
VI TAL Presentation

The VITAL QA article can be found in:

Appl e Sales & Mtg
Presentations Library
Mar ket s
Large Busi ness
VI TAL Q&A

For more information, order the booklet "Introduction to VITAL, Designing
Informati on Systenms for the 1990s," part nunmber LO189LL/A.
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