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VWhen | open a docunent and have nultiple versions of the application that
created it on ny hard drive, how does the Finder deterni ne which version of the
application to open?
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The Finder searches for the correct application based on the "creator type" of
t he docunment. The search path the Finder uses is as follows:

Step 1
The Finder first checks to see if an application with the sane creator is
al ready runni ng.

Step 2
The Finder searches the vol unme containing the document bei ng opened.

Step 3
The Finder searches the startup vol une.

Step 4

The Finder searches the rest of npunted vol unes.

In the event of nultiple versions of the sane application on one volunme, the
Fi nder | aunches the application whose record in the desktop database was updated
last. This is usually the [ast version install ed.

The Finder stops searching at the first version of the application it finds.
Here is a sinple test to denonstrate this behavior.

Step 1
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Make a copy of the SinpleText application

Step 2
Put the new copy in the Trash, but do not Enpty the Trash.

Step 3

Doubl e-click a SinpleText document on the sane volune as the original SinpleText
application to open SinpleText.

Step 4

The Finder displays a nessage stating the application cannot be used because it
is in the Trash, even though there is another copy that is not in the Trash.
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