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I want to use a NuBus accelerator card (MacDSP) with A/UX 2.0. | got it to
wor k under the Macintosh OS. However, when | try to get it to work under
A UX, the software says that it cannot find the device driver for the DSP
NuBus card. What needs to be done to get A/UX to recognize this? Do | need
to wite a customdevice driver for A/AUX? Wy does Apple nap serial
applications |like MacTerm nal correctly through the /dev/tty driver and not
map SCSI devi ces and/or NuBus boards (Slot Manager)?
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Yes, a NuBus card used under A/ UX nust have a device driver witten for it,
or it will not be recognized as a valid device, and it will not function.
Actually, this is simlar to what we have in the Maci ntosh OS. For exanpl e,
a .ENET driver is installed in the Systemfile when you use the Mcintosh
Il EtherTalk NB card, and the Apple TokenTalk NB card requires A/ROSE to
functi on.

Therefore, although the Sl ot Manager provides the basic functionality of
recogni zi ng and conmuni cating with NuBus cards at systemstartup, it is
actually the manufacturers' software that initializes the cards and lets
the systemuse them This software uses the Slot Manager to integrate the
cards into the Macintosh OS.

Al though it provides excellent Maci ntosh OGS conpatibility, A/UX 2.0 cannot
provide this | owlevel hardware conmunication in the sane fashion as the
Maci ntosh OS and remain UNI X. UNI X uses device drivers of a particular
format to communi cate with hardware, and just as we have had to do with the
NuBus cards we support, manufacturers wishing their cards to work with A/ UX
nmust either support Apple's drivers (as in third-party video cards) or
wite their own.
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