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I"'minterested in noving a database application froman RS-6000 to a Apple
Net wor k Server 700. One of ny database files, however, is approaching (and will
soon exceed) 2 GB in size.

My application support provider inforns me that | will require AIX 4.2 or

greater in order to handle a file of this size. Is this true or will AIX 4.1.4. X
do the job? Is there a patch or do I have to wait to for AIX 4.2 rel ease for the
Appl e Network Server 7007?
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The AIX 4.1.4, 4.1.4.1, and 4.1.5 file systemdata structure is based on the
32-bit addressing schene, pointers, data blocks, and so on. Therefore 2 to the
31 power which is about 2 GB, is the maxinumfile size all owed.

Al X 4.2 will support 64 bit addressing, and at that time the maxinmumfile size
will greatly exceed the 2@ linit. In order to support file size over 2 GB, you
need to wait for Al X 4.2.

The "ulimt' command can be used to set or exam ne the resource limts including
the file size. The exanple below, would set the maximumfile size to 4,194, 304
bl ocks (512 Bytes/block) which is 2GB, the linmt:

ulimt -f 4194304

If you set ulimt -f to this value, the it will show "unlinited" which is the

maxi mum The default file size is set to 2,097,151 blocks (1 GB).

This article was published in the 14 March 1997 "Information Alley."
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